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SENATE BI LL 6743

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Rasnussen, MAuliffe, Tom and Shin

Read first time 01/22/08. Referred to Conmttee on Early Learning &
K- 12 Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to autism awareness instruction for teachers of
students with autism and adding a new section to chapter 28A 155 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 155
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The professional educator standards board, in consultation with
the office of the superintendent of public instruction, the autismtask
force, and representatives from state and nonprofit agencies that
pronot e auti sm awar eness and provi de prograns and services for people
with autism shall develop autism awareness and training policy
gui delines for schools to ensure that teachers responsible for autistic
children are well-prepared and up-to-date on the nost effective nethods
of teaching children with autism

(2) The autism awareness and training policy guidelines shall
ensure, but need not be limted to requiring that:

(a) A candidate for a Wshington instructional certificate
satisfactorily conplete instruction in autism awareness and net hods of
teaching students with autism at an accredited institution of higher
educati on;
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(b) A person seeking certification through an alternate route,
wi thin one year of being enployed, satisfactorily conplete instruction
in auti smawareness and net hods for teaching students with autismat an
accredited institution of higher education; and

(c) Al teachers not subject to (a) or (b) of this subsection be
required to pursue instruction in autism awareness and nethods for
teaching students with auti smby the 2010-11 school year as part of the
pr of essi onal devel opment requirenent established by the professiona
educat or standards board.

(3) By Septenber 1, 2008, the professional educator standards board
shal |l devel op recommendations for autism awareness instruction and
met hods of teaching students with autism for all teacher preparation
and  professional devel opnent prograns and shall subm t t he
recomendations to the governor and the education commttees of the
| egi sl ature.

(4) By Decenber 1, 2008, the superintendent of public instruction
shall report the policy guidelines to school districts for the
districts to use to devel op and adopt their policies.

(5 By April 1, 2009, each school district shall use the guidelines
devel oped under subsection (1) of this section to devel op and adopt a
school district policy for each school in the district to ensure that
teachers are well -prepared and up-to-date on the nost effective nethods
of teaching children with autism

(6) CGuidelines adopted by school districts under this section shal
al so apply to classified staff seeking a special education endorsenent
or certification, or both.

~-- END ---
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